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El boletín

Número 6, julio de 2004

	The Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce invites The Spanish Institute’s director


Mr. Miguel-García was invited to attend a presentation June 15th organized by The Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce on interactive presentation.

	www.spanish institute.ca 


The Spanish Institute is launching its web site. Please visit www.spanishinstitute.ca We welcome your comments to improve our service.

	The Spanish Institute launches Book Club


On 2nd July, Friday, the first Book Club took place where the work of the Spanish writer and poet Julia Otxoa was studied and discussed. The aim of the Book Club is to develop a better understanding of Spanish literature and culture while providing an opportunity to practise and improve the knowledge of the Spanish language. The Book Club is designed for learners with an upper-intermediate or advanced level.

The next Spanish Institute Book Club is the Friday 6th August, 6.00 – 8.00 p.m.

Call now to book your place.

	Visto y oído


Flamenco guitar duo

Friday, 9th July, 7 p.m. McNally Robinson Bookstore at Grant Park, Winnipeg

Spanish organ music: The Reign of Spain

Tuesday, 20th July, 10.15 a.m. at Broadway Disciples United Church (3 manual Casavant).

WORKSHOP  – "The Reign of Spain" – A multi-media, bilingual presentation incorporating Spanish organ music and a brief overview of the development of the Spanish organ as it emerged in a time when the Spanish Armada sailed the seas. Sylvia Scott Wortley. 

http://www.winnipegorganfestival.com/schedule.html

The following are extracts taken from McNally Robinson newsletter. The following items are for sale at McNally Robinson Bookstores
“Author of the month. July.

Arturo Pérez-Reverte, Queen of the South, Hardcover. $39.00. Readers of Pérez-Reverte’s sixth thriller won’t be able to turn the pages fast enough. The author of The Club Dumas, The Seville Communion and other literary adventure novels now tackles the gritty world of drug trafficking in Mexico, southern Spain and Morocco. This is a frightening and fascinating look at the international business of transporting cocaine and hashish. It’s also a portrait of a smart, fast, daring and lucky woman, Teresa Mendoza, the “Queen of the South”, a notorious and enigmatic drug smuggler. (Putnam, June).

Pérez-Reverte has established a reputation for expertly mixing history and mystery, for taking seemingly arcane subjects (fencing, rare books, navigation and now drug trafficking) and exposing their richness as metaphor. He focuses as much on his characters’ inner lives as on the action that envelops them.”

“Ojos de Brujo: Bari (Eyes of the Wizard) are a collective from Barcelona which fuses flamenco’s driving rhythms with funk, hip-hop, and stray sounds from the street of Barcelona. They have been an enormous success in Europe. They are leading a new generation of musicians in marrying the traditional elements of flamenco with New World sounds.”

	Did you that...? ¿Sabías que…?


Spanish, Español, Castellano
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	Spanish is one of the Ibero-Romance languages. Catalan, Galician and Portuguese are the  closest to Castilian. Castilian is the Spanish dialect of Castile (Spain) and the standard form of European Spanish. Romance languages derive from Latin. French, Italian and Romanian are also Romance languages.

	[image: image2.png]



	· At the end of the 19th century, 60 million people were Spanish speakers. Today, nearly 400 million people across the world speak Spanish! 

· Spanish is the mother tongue of approximately 350 million people in 21 countries (Mexico: 95 million, Spain: 40 million, Argentina: 35 million, Colombia: 35 million, Venezuela: 25 million, Peru: 20 million...). 

· Spanish is the second most used language in international communication. 
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	Castilian is the official language of Spain, including the Balearic and Canary Islands and the Northern African enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla. There are Spanish-speaking communities in the UK, France and Germany. It is the official language of most Central and South American countries (21 countries have Spanish as the official language) and one of the official languages of the European Union and the United Nations.
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	Spanish uses the Latin alphabet and the acute accent on vowels to indicate stressed syllables. Ñ and ñ are exclusive to Spanish and represent a single letter and not a modification of n. It's also the only language to use the opening question and exclamation marks ¿ ¡
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	11th century glosses (a translation of words or phrase possibly unfamiliar to the reader, often located in a page margin) written by monks in northern Spain provide us with the first examples of written Spanish. 
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	Spain's Moorish past bequeathed the language a wide variety of Arabic words, including 'algodón' cotton, 'alcalde' mayor, 'almirante' admiral. The 'al-' that starts all these words is Arabic for 'the', but the Spanish speakers hung on to it and attached it to the word. So 'el algodón' actually represents 'the the cotton' and 'el alcade' 'the the mayor'. 
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	Radio Nacional de Espaňa http://www.rtve.es/rne/index.htm
BBC World Service in Spanish: http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/news/



	  SPANISH CULTURE AROUND THE WORLD
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Virtual Tour of the Exhibition 
Baroque Courts. 
From Bernini and Velázquez to Luca Giordano 
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The exhibit was shown at the Royal Palaces in Madrid and Aranjuez from October 15, 2003 to January 11, 2004 and at the Scuderie del Quirinale (Rome, Italy) , from February 12 to May 2, 2004. The design of this virtual tour, produced by SEACEX, encompasses the set-up process, the different venues where the exhibit was shown and the works displayed at the first of these venues. 

The foremost innovations included in this virtual tour are: 



1- New tools that assist in viewing the exhibit in context, and, for the first time, others that include the production and set-up stages of this type of event: 
Map of the 17th Century Courts: an historical map illustrating the geographical location of the most important Courts of the era, with a brief description of each. 
Map of Lenders: showing the locations of the various institutions that lent their pieces to this exhibition. 
“Making of” Video: an audiovisual presentation that presents the entire exhibition production and assembly processes. 



2- Each hall includes a variety of approaches that allow the visitor to visualise and understand its contents: 
View Hall: animated display that shows images of the hall and the most significant pieces, while the audio guide assists in their interpretation. 
View Pieces: opens a menu including all the pieces displayed in that hall. It includes an image, access to a description of the piece and a magnifying glass to visualise each piece in detail. 
3D View: opens a quicktime display with a panorama (360º) of the hall and multiple options for movement through the hall. 
I information: opens the explanatory panel for the hall. 



In addition, and as on previous occasions, this option includes links to the venues, the on-line catalogue, 3D views of the exteriors and digitalised views of all the pieces comprising the exhibition. 




Please visit: http://www.seacex.com/ to view the web site of the Sociedad Estatal para la Acción Cultural Exterior and to register to receive a regular newsletter, similar to the one above. Highly recommended. Excellent presentation. 
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