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On May 3rd, The Spanish Embassy and The Spanish Institute of Manitoba officially opened the exhibition on Picasso’s “El Guernica” at the Winnipeg Millennium Library. Martín Remón, diplomat and the cultural advisor of the Embassy of Spain; Jesús Ángel Miguel García, Director of The Spanish Institute of Manitoba; and Rick Walker, Manager of Library Services, welcomed members of the consular corps; Hon. Heather Stefanson, MLA for Tuxedo, members of the Spanish community in Winnipeg, students of The Spanish Institute and Library staff participated in the event. A reception followed, where Spanish wine from Castilla y León in honour of the distinguised guests, along with other typical gastronomical products from Spain were served.
The Spanish Institute would like to thank Joaquín Carneiro, honorary Vice-Consul of Spain, and Tannis Gretzinger, Head of Reader Services at the Millennium Library for their work and support.

The exhibition will be opened to the public until the end of May. Every day, an estimated 3,000 people will see the event. 
(+) http://wpl.winnipeg.ca/library/whatsnew/guernica.asp 
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“A Picasso masterpiece travels to Spanish Institute

By James Turner

May 10, 2007

It’s become known as a masterwork of modern art and a darkly sublime example of Spanish anti-war symbolism. And it comes with a Winnipeg connection. 

On May 3, the Spanish Embassy and The Spanish Institute of Manitoba unveiled a behind-the-scenes style art exhibit at the Millennium Library, mining the bloody origins and craftsmanship behind Spanish painter Pablo Picasso’s Guernica. 

The 26-panel exhibit, located in the north-west corner of the library’s second floor, includes a large reproduction of Picasso’s painting, for which he was commissioned by the Spanish Republic. 

The surrealist-influenced Guernica was created to remember the devastating bombing raid undertaken by the German Luftwaffe over the Basque-controlled town of Guernica during the Spanish Civil War. 

According to Martin Remon, the cultural advisor of the Spanish Embassy in Ottawa who was in Winnipeg to celebrate the opening of the exhibit, Guernica is a piece of Spanish history with immense symbolic value in the history of warfare. 

“It’s very important to our history…it marks the first time an air force indiscriminately bombed a city,” the 33-year old said. 

The five-wave afternoon air raid destroyed three-quarters of the small city on April 26, 1937 – rumour abounds the attack was planned for a day when many people were to be out shopping in public markets, away from shelter. 

The cost in human life, although still disputed to this day, was pegged at the time by the Basque government at 1,654 dead and 889 wounded, figures corroborated by Spanish historians. 

The massive painting, in real-life measuring 11 feet six inches high and 25 feet six inches wide, (Picasso himself described it as “allegorical”) was created over the span of 35 days. 

It was a work that expressed Picasso’s “abhorrence of the military caste which has sunk Spain into an ocean of pain and death,” according to a letter he wrote describing the work in 1945. 

“Painting is not done to decorate apartments,” Picasso said of his desire to bring attention to the tragedy in Guernica. 

Picasso’s work was repatriated to Spain in 1981 after a long stint on display at New York’s Museum of Modern Art. 

Alice Studney, who lives in Charleswood, made the trek downtown to take in the exhibit’s opening day. 

Studney’s reaction to seeing Guernica for the first time suggested her initial impressions matched up to Picasso’s stated intentions for creating the painting. 

“There’s certainly a lot of pain and anguish in those figures…it’s almost like (Picasso’s) distorted style of painting is representative of a world that’s gone completely mad,” Studney said. 

According to Jesus Angel Miguel Garcia, the director of The Spanish Institute in Tuxedo, there’s an element of Canadiana inside the larger historical picture surrounding Guernica. 

This connection is because of the presence of a battalion of Canadian soldiers who fought on the side of the Spanish Republic during their civil war, Miguel-Garcia said. 

Even closer to home, Pablo Neruda, the esteemed Chilean poet had organized the safe transport of 2,000 Spanish Civil War refugees to Latin America while working as a special consul for Spanish immigration in Paris. 

The name of the ship the refugees were carried to safety on? 

The Winnipeg. 

The exhibition is open for public viewing during regular library hours – it will close on June 4, commemorating the day Picasso completed the painting in 1937.”
(+) http://www.canstarnews.com/page/story/1/1231 
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“Thank you once again for a remarkable presentation. The Art for Lunchers loved you!” 
(Holly Procktor, Adult Education program co-ordinator, Winnipeg Art Gallery).
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From the Winnipeg Free Press published, April 20th 2007.

“Winnipeg loves Spain

Winnipeg has another good reason to brag: its cultural scene.

 

I can’t think of many other cities in Canada where a festival celebrating Spain’s rich culture could take place so successfully. The recent one in this city attracted over one thousand people to a dozen shows and events of choral and organ music, dance, cinema, lectures and awards.

 

Winnipeggers love Spain’s passion for life and culture, and Spain knows it now. Bravo, Winnipeg!”

 
Jesús Ángel Miguel-García
The Spanish Institute of Manitoba

Winnipeg

Wines from Spain at the Winnipeg Wine Festival. From May 6th to 12th, 2007. 

“In Spain, the Rioja and Navarra regions are doing fabulous things with their own red wines, based largely on the medium-bodied trempranillo. They are wines that suit the kind of entertaining that tosses together a few friends with some olives, cheeses, grilled treats and rustic breads.” (Winnipeg Women Magazine, Spring 2007, p. 24).
(+) www.winnipegwinefestival.com 
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The Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society presents Jérémy Jouve, a virtuoso classical guitarist from Paris. Songs, among others, by Spanish composer Joaquin Rodrigo (1901-1999): Tiento Antiguo, En los trigales (Por los campos de España), Sonata Giocosa. 

Saturday May 26, 2007 at 8 p.m.
The Manitoba Museum, Planetarium Auditorium
190 Rupert Ave., Winnipeg
Tickets: (204) 667 5250 or 775 0809. $15/$10/$5 (all tickets available in advance or at the door).
(+) www.winnipegclassicalguitarsociety.org   
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IDEAS radio program, on CBC Radio.
Monday, March 19, from 9:05 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
”El Guernica”
”It is modern art’s most powerful antiwar statement. Inspired by Franco’s atrocities against the civilian population of a little Basque village, Picasso’s painting stirs up controversy to this day. Art historian Allan Antliffe explores its history.”
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The CBC broadcasted in April a violin concert inspired by El Camino, in Spain.

Those students of the Spanish Institute interested in listening to the recording, please send an email to spanishinstitute@mts.net 


Winnipeg Free Press, 14/4/07
“Madrid www.esmadrid.com
Hostels in Spain are more like minihotels; a number of them are tucked inside the dignified buildings along Gran Vía, including the Hostal Alcázar Regis (011-34-91-547-9317; from $61) near Plaza España. Hostels along calle Atocha and Plaza Santa Ana, including Hotel Miau (www.hotelmiau.com; from $120), are comparable to those along Gran Vía.

Bars and restaurants serve a three-course, fixed-price “menú del día”, with appetizer, entree and dessert, at about $12 for lunch and $20 for dinner. Eat tapas at the bar — it’s cheaper than eating at a table. The working class neighbourhood of Lavapiés is packed with cheap-but-good restaurants.

The Prado museum is free on Sundays, and the Reina Sofía on Saturday afternoons and Sundays. The Madrid Card (www.madridcard.com; from $50.76) includes unlimited city transport , museum access, guided walking tours and other discounts. Beautiful El Retiro park is free; visit on weekends when it’s buzzing with locals and vendors. 

A 10-ride Metro ticket is $7.73 vs. $15.30 for 10 individual passes. Downtown Madrid’s subway system has many close-togethre stops, so check a map first to determine if a ride is worth it or if you could walk it.”
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The film Pans’ Laberynth, Oscar nominated and a Spanish-Mexican.

Cinemateque, 100 Arthur St., Winnipeg from April 30th to May 3rd at 7 p.m.

“In both the real world of war-riven 1940s Spain and a fantasy underworld, our heroine must battle the most twisted, nightmarish evils to survive.” 
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On April 14th, The Spanish Institute was invited to participate one more year at the Latin American Arts Council’s Open House. This year’s theme was Youth, Community and Family. Jesús Ángel Miguel García, director of The Spanish Institute, talked about its courses and services. The Member of the Legislative Assembly for Wolseley and the City Councillor for D. McIntyre also attended. The Institute had a display with some of the cultural activities and services it has organized to since 2003 to promote the Spanish language and culture in Winnipeg.

The Spanish Institute of Manitoba announced the program of Language Assistants in Spain, addressed to Canadian graduate students. The program helps Canadian students to improve their knowledge of the Spanish language and culture while helping Spanish students in primary and secondary education to improve their knowledge of the English language and Canadian culture. The program is run by the Spanish Ministry of Education and Spanish regional governments.
 
Jesús Á. Miguel-García, director of The Spanish Institute, said:
 
“This is a unique and a once-in-a-life-time opportunity for our graduate students in Manitoba to learn about the Spanish language and culture, and use their experience upon their return to Canada,  thus helping to develop cultural understanding between Spain and Canada.”
 
He added: 
 
“This program is a great example that Spanish open worlds and an opportunity to experience first hand the power of words.”
Last year, one of The Spanish Institute’s students benefited from this program, teaching in Andalucía.
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The Real Academia Española or RAE (Royal Academy of the Spanish Language) held during the month of November the presentation of the Diccionario esencial de la lengua española (Essential Dictionary of the Spanish Language), a bridged version of the Academic Dictionary with which the academies in Spanish-speaking countries intend to offer to the general public the work they do at a normative and lexicographical level.

In comparison with the 87,000 terms gathered in the twelfth edition of the Dictionary of the RAE, published in October 2001, the abridged version will only have 54,000 terms with their corresponding documented use in the Spanish language used in Spain as well as in Latin America.

The “Essential” will also incorporate novelties that the RAE and the twenty one associated academies have been approving since 2001 for the twenty third edition of the Dictionary, many of which can be seen on the Academy’s web page (www.rae.es) where in each case it is clearly specified whether it is a new item or just an amendment.

The Prince of Asturias presided at the RAE`s headquarters the academic event during which the Dictionary was officially presented, and which has numerous examples of use and offers information in various annexes regarding the conjugation of verbs, foreign words and the most significant orthographic rules.

The criteria to treat foreign words was clearly established in the “Diccionario Panhispánico de Dudas” (Pan-Hispanic Dictionary of Doubts), whose publishing now turns one year old.


“Bienvenidos a Canadá”
Paul Journet

La Presse

Collaboration spéciale

“Bienvenido a Tele NuevoMundo (NMTV), la première chaîne locale au contenu 100 % espagnol. Depuis le 13 mars, elle diffuse sur illico dans les régions de montréal, québec et gatineau. Et bientôt ailleurs au pays, pour mieux intégrer la communauté hispanophone dans son nouveau monde.

(...) Le journaliste de 35 ans aide ceux qui suivent ses traces. Il réalise Parada de Autobus à NMTV, une émission qui présente Montréal à ses nouveaux venus.

La chaîne vient tout juste de naître. On le devine par son modeste bureau-studio boulevard Saint-Laurent, au sud de la rue Rachel.

Pour l'instant, elle est seulement diffusée au canal 269 du service Illico dans les régions de Montréal, Québec et Gatineau. Gratuitement pour les trois premiers mois, puis ensuite par abonnement.

Des négociations se poursuivent avec Rogers et Bell Express Vu pour l'offrir dans le reste du Canada.

Sa programmation s'adresse aux hispanophiles et aux hispanophones. Avec son contenu 100 % espagnol, risque-t-elle d'inciter cette communauté à se replier sur elle-même?

(...) Contrairement aux chaînes latinos étrangères offertes par satellite, NMTV offre un contenu local.

La station propose une dizaine d'émissions d'information et de divertissement comme La Lonchera, Parada de Autobus, Jornada Laboral, Rostros, Sabor a mi, Tendencias Urbanas, El Veredicto et même des cours d'anglais et de français.

«Par exemple, Sabor a mi présente les plaisirs gastronomiques de Montréal», précise Maria Teresa Calderon, directrice de la station. 
(...) Toutes ces nationalités, NMTV les englobe plutôt dans son melting-pot hispanophone. Même dans son personnel. Certains sont établis ici depuis 20 ans et sont parfaitement trilingues. D'autres viennent d'arriver et baragouinent le français.

(+) http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20070321/CPACTUEL/703210665/1015/CPACTUEL
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«En tanto que haya alguien que crea en una idea, la idea vive». 

José Ortega y Gasset (1883-1955), filósofo y ensayista español.
«Es inútil toda polémica si no hay esperanza de que resulte provechosa».
Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540), humanista y filósofo español.
«El horizonte está en los ojos y no en la realidad».
Ángel Ganivet (1862-1898), escritor español y cónsul en Finlandia.
«Hay dos clases de hombres, los que viven hablando de las virtudes y los que se limitan a tenerlas».

Antonio Machado (1875 – 1939), poeta español.

«La cortesía es la principal muestra de cultura».
Baltasar Gracián (1601-1658), escritor y filósofo español.
The Spanish Institute does not endorse and is not responsible for the content of external information and web sites.
______________________________________
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