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	The Spanish Institute presents Don Quixote Festival


The Spanish Institute, in collaboration with McNally Robinson Bookstores, presented the following events to commemorate 400 years of the publication of Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes. 

More than 200 people attended. The Festival generated a great amount of interest in Winnipeg thanks to the publicity, reviews and interviews in the local and national media: the CBC, SHAW TV and The Free Press.

Here is the program designed and organised by The Spanish Institute.

10th January, 2005 
400 years of Cervantes’ Don Quixote. Power point presentation by Jesús Á. Miguel-García, Prof., Ldo., M.A. Director of The Spanish Institute.

11th January, 2005 
Don Quixote. Recital of the most famous passages (in Spanish, French and English).

The audience received a copy of the first page of the 1605 edition of Don Quixote.

Read by: 

Dr. Liliane Rodriguez, Professor of French Studies, University of Winnipeg

Mr. Ron Robinson, CBC Winnipeg

Prof Jesús Á. Miguel-García, Director of The Spanish Institute

12th January, 2005 at 7.30 p.m.
Gala

The Spanish Institute 2004 Awards to institutions for its support and promotion of the Spanish language and culture in Manitoba.

400th year birthday cake for guests and dignitaries.
During the week a Spanish menu, wines, music and publications were displayed at McNally Robinson at Grant Park.

A life size statue of Don Quixote presided over the Festival.
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all who supported and made the festival a success.

	The Spanish Institute featured on Free Press on Don Quixote’s commemoration festival


	Speaker’s Bureau of the Association of Canadian Clubs welcomes Director of 

Spanish Institute 


Jesús Á. Miguel-García was welcomed by Association of Canadian Clubs as member of the Speaker’s Bureau. Mr. Miguel-García will lecture, through the Association, on two topics: “Lifelong Learning in the age of globalization”, and “12 language myths”. For more information: http://www.canadianclub.ca/) or http://www.canadianclub.ca/Speakers/Speakers.htm
	Mr. Miguel García featured in the Free Press literary section “On the night table” 


As published in The Free Press on 12th December, 2004

On the Night Table

Jesús Ángel Miguel-García

Director of Winnipeg’s Spanish Institute

“I am reading Arturo Pérez-Reverte’s The Fencing Master. The plot is full of seduction, politics, secret documents and a murder in Madrid in 1868. I am also rereading Don Quixote de la Mancha by Cervantes. It is a must for any reader, especially since next year is the 400 anniversary of its publication. Don Quixote was voted the best novel by the 100 most important writers of 54 countries.”

Meanwhile, SHAW Television featured The Spanish Institute Book Club.

	Mr. Miguel García in The National Post 


On December 27th 2004, The National Post published the following quote regarding The Museum of Human Rights in Winnipeg. Mr. Miguel-García said:


“Doer and Martin’s decision to go back and work on a business plan for a national human rights 
museum in Winnipeg should be applauded. 
 

In Spain, millions of people visit iconic museums such as the Guggenheim, (designed by the 
Canadian Frank Ghery), the Prado and the Thyssen. A museum of human rights in Winnipeg would 
have the same iconic status, symbolizing Manitoba and Canadian values.” 

	Mr. Miguel-García on the Francophone CBC RadioCanada


Mr. Miguel-García was interviewed for the French CBC Radio-Canada on Saturday 22nd January on Cervantes and Don Quixote. Please visit: http://www.radiocanada.ca/regions/manitoba/

“ (22 janvier 2005) Don Quichotte 


Sujet: 400e anniversaire de Don Quichotte 


On célèbre, un peu partout au monde, cette année le 400e anniversaire de la parution du roman Don 
Quichotte, de l'auteur espagnol Miguel Cervantès. Jesus Angel Miguel-Garcia est passionné de 
l'auteur et de son roman - il a organisé des activités pour célébrer l'anniversaire à son école de 
Winnipeg, nommée le  Spanish Institute  . Jean-Marc l'a rencontré plus tôt cette semaine pour 
discuter de Cervantès et de Don Quichotte avec lui.     


Avec: Jesus Angel Miguel-Garcia 


Écoutez (12:58) “ 



(Extract from http://www.radiocanada.ca/regions/manitoba/)

	The Spanish Institute supports first Spanish bilingual public school program in Manitoba


As published on The Free Press (11th December, 2004) 

“Manitoba’s proposed first Spanish bilingual public school program (Free Press, 29th November, 2004) is excellent news for the children of this city. If education creates opportunities, language learning creates more opportunities.
 
Researchers from University College London show that people who learn a second language at a younger age are also more likely to have more advanced grey matter than those who learned later. The left inferior parietal cortex of the brain was greater in bilinguals than in those without a second language. The effect was particularly noticeable in the "early" bilinguals, as the findings published in the journal Nature revealed. 
 
The importance of languages for the economic success of both individuals and businesses is a fact. Data shows speaking languages can take one’s career global. Language graduates are in greater demand than those with business studies or computers. Language learning develops problem-solving, cross-cultural capability and presentation skills. Languages also improve exporting effectiveness. Spanish, the second most spoken internationally, is the best bet for Canadians.”
  
Jesús Á. Miguel-García

	Support to research funding in humanities, social sciences and arts 


The Spanish Institute is proud to sign and support the academic campaign to request from the government in Quebec to continue the funding for research in arts, humanities and social sciences and to favour the investment in these knowledge fields.

To learn more: http://www.ledevoir.com/2005/01/24/73226.html
To sign: http://www.pourlarecherche.org/
	The Spanish Institute unveils new slogan and logo


We unveiled a new logo and slogan for 2005.
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The “SI” is the acronym of Spanish Institute but also conveys the meaning and the positive connotation of  “SÍ” (“yes”). Within the box, the name can be identified the name and also the web site. The colours are the colours of the Spanish flag. They stand out. “The power of Words” summarizes the outcome and benefits of the services offered (language tuition, translation, interpretation, public speaking and media relations). The crown symbolizes the origin and mission of The Spanish Institute: to promote the Spanish language and culture.
The design is the work of Beth Neufeld, based on the idea of The Spanish Institute.

	The Spanish Institute supports Spanish learning in Stony Mountain Institution


The Stony Mountain Institution approached The Spanish Institute in consultation regarding Spanish learning and Spanish language materials for its library.

	Donation of books in Spanish


Beatriz García, who works at the Folk Arts Council of Winnipeg, donated a collection of Spanish books to The Spanish Institute to support our promotion of language and culture. We are extremely grateful to Beatriz for such a generous gift.

	Miguel García on Radio Nacional de España


Last Wednesday 12th January RNE interviewed Miguel-García about Winnipeg and The Spanish Institute. The radio presenters were really surprised to hear Winnipeg was experiencing -46C with windchill!! Unthinkable in Spain.
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